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fore, the supremacy of the aristocrats had been accompanied with dishonor abroad, and the lawless muider of political adversaries at home No true lover of his country could be expected, in Cinna's opinion, to sit quiet under a tyranny which had robbed the people of their hereditary liberties
The patricians took up the challenge Octavius, the other consul, came with an armed force into the Forum, and ordered the assembly to disperse The crowd was unusually great The country voters had come in large numbers to stand up for their rights They did not obey They were not called on to obey But because they refused to disperse they were set upon with deliberate fury, and were hewn down in heaps where they stood No accurate register was of course taken of the numbers killed 4 but the intention of the patricians was to make a bloody example, and such a scene of slaughter had never been witnessed in Rome since the first stone of the city was laid It was an act of savage, ruthless ferocity, certain to be followed with a retribution as sharp and as nidiscriminating Men are not permitted to deal with their fellow creatures in these methods Cmna and the tribunes fled, but fled only to be received with open arms by the Italians. The wounds of the Social war were scarcely cicatrized, and the peace had left the allies imperfectly satisfied Their dispersed armies gathered again about Cmna and Seitonus Old Manus, who had been hunted through marsh and forest, and had been hiding with difficulty in Africa, came back at the news that Italy had risen again, and six thousand of his veteians flocked to him at the sound of his name The Senate issued proclamations. The limitations on the Ital-